Play, in addition to being fun, helps children to think symbolically. One item represents another—a block might
represent a telephone. This kind of symbolic thinking is the same kind of thinking that is used for reading. Pictures
and letters represent real things. Dramatic play, when children act out stories, helps them build background
knowledge—how stories work. As you play with children, you have the opportunity to support their pre-reading skills
in little ways that add up to make a difference by the time children enter school. Using the five practices (Talking,
Singing, Reading, Writing and Playing) to support the early literacy skills in enjoyable ways is the best way to help
children enter school ready to learn to read.

Several libraries in Virginia have Early Literacy Activity Centers or places for children to develop early literacy skills
through play.

-
CH *LD Every Child Ready to Read® @ your library® is a program of the Public Library Association and the Association for Library Service to Children,
® divisions of the American Library Association. Every Child Ready to Read® @ your library® is a registered trademark and is used with permission. www.
Readu to RE AD everychildreadytoread.org/

¢ This work is created by Library of Virginia with funds from the Institute for Museum and Library Services and licensed under a Creative Commons
@your librarys Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivs 3.0 Unported License.

TEXT BY SAR0J GHOTING



